


Community 
Connection 
Town Hall 
Meeting

February 12, 2024

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

“Working Together for the Greater Good”



Thank You 
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson

1935 - 2023



Agenda

6:50 Welcome,  Introductions, Acknowledgements, Announcements, 
Special Recognition, & General Election

7:10 Political updates/Reports

7:35 Greater East Dallas Chamber of Commerce, Chuck Kobdish

7:40 Dallas Police Department Report, PO Theron Akin

7:51 FRI in Action, Vikki Martin, Desi Tanner, 
Kashina Shine, & Susan Hopper

8:17 Next Steps & Upcoming Dates

8:20 Adjourn

Mission: To engage and empower a 
community of advocates to advance 

a safe, beautiful prosperous and 
proud community in Far East Dallas.



Vikki Martin
Executive Director

Zitziki Sanluiseno
Membership 
Administrator & 
Event 
Coordinator

Maria Valenzuela
Office Manager

Susan Hopper
Director of 
Communications 
& Marketing

mailto:membership@fergusonroad.org


FRI Advisory Council
Matt Nicolette, Ph.D., PLA, ASLA, Assistant Professor in 
Landscape Architecture, Clemson University

Becky Reed, CEO/Founder BRaaS

Liz Renfro, Texas Urban Living

Mel Renfro, Dallas Cowboy, HOF

Phil Ritter, Chief Operating Officer, Meadows Mental Health 
Policy Institute

Richard B. Roper, (former U.S. Atty for Northern District) 
Thompson & Knight LLP

Marnie Wildenthal, Civic Leader

Ann Cooke Bagley, Bagley Associates LLC

Ken Benson, Ken Benson & Associates

Bobbi Bilnoski, Concinnity Network, President

W Plack Carr, Jr, Gas & Oil/Civic Leader

Daniel Davis Clayton, Public Opinion

Jeff Cuban, VP at HDNet/Magnolia Picture VP 
at The Wagner/Cuban Companies

Janice Estes, SPCA, retired 

Carmelita Gallo, YMCA Metropolitan Dallas, retired

Helen Holman, Civic Leader

Sharon King, Civic Leader



Trinity Forest Spine Trail Sponsors 
Community Celebration 

October 21, 2023



$6,100 Founder’s Circle Donor Member



$1,500 Founder’s Circle Donor Member

Farrell Architects



$1,500 Founder’s Circle Donor Member



$1,500 Founder’s Circle Donor Member



$1,000 Founder’s Circle Donor Member



$10,000 a year for 3 years
Access Self-Storage

AmeriSouth
White Rock Medical Center

$ 6,100 a year for 3 years 
Granite Redevelopment 

$ 5,000 a year for 3 years 
McDonald’s

$3,500 a year for 3 years
White Rock Hills Townhome Apartments

$2,500 a year for 3 years
Austin Endo, Lone Star Credit Union, 

Daniel J. Micciche, Oncor, 
Resource 1 Credit Union, Uplift Education

$1,500 a year for 3 years

Atmos Energy, Bring the Light, Casa Pacifica, 
Farrell Architects, Mountain View Church of Christ, 

Owenwood Farm & Neighbor Space, RaceWay, 

Aspire, Bishop Lynch High School, Casa View Shopping Center, City 
Credit Union, Bill & Mirella Coleman, Dallas College/Eastfield, East 
Dallas Veterinary Clinic, El Rio Grande Latin Market, Friends of Social 
Venture Partners—Dallas, Sam Downey-Frost Bank, Gary Garcia, Jared 
Greco, John & Anne Griggs, Gary Hasty, Matt & Alicia Henry, Heroes 
House, Christopher Jackson, Lakehill Preparatory, LDG Development, 
LightChurch, Lira Bravo Law, Shawn Lovelady, T. Robert & Bette J. 
Martin-In Memoriam, Mr. & Mrs. David I-Chang Mi, Dan Ortman, 
Carmen Parra- CMIT, Becky Reed, Dr. Angela Scheuerle, Smoky Rose 
Restaurant, Harry Swanson, Dr. Eddie Tealer, Dr. Mike & Janice Walker, 
David Weekley Homes, White Rock Montessori, Karl Zavitkovsky

$1,000 a year for 3 years

Founder’s Circle Donors



Announcements & Upcoming Events

Trinity Forest Spine Trail 
Grand Opening!









Pastor Luis Roman,
VIVA Church International Senior Pastor

Blake Griffin,
Community Engagement Associate



Desi Tanner Ferguson Road Initiative  
Obelisk Award

Trinity Forest Spine Trail 
Grand Opening!



2024-Ferguson Road Initiative General Election
New Board Members—3 Year Term ends December 2027

Hunter Bickford
Karen Smith

Previously Elected and Continuing to Serve Until their Term Expires

Sam Downey, December 2024
Melanie Flinn, Secretary, Dec. 2026
Gary Garcia, Fundraising Committee Chair, Dec. 2026
Jared Greco, Dec. 2024
Art Hall, Dec. 2025
Gary Hasty, Dec. 2025
Brian Harper, Treasurer, Dec. 2026
Christopher Jackson, vice president, Dec. 2025

Carmen Parra, Dec. 2024
Marcy Phillips, Dec. 2026
Chris Rebuck, Dec. 2025
Dr. Eddie Tealer, Dec. 2025
Karl Zavitkovsky, Economic Development
    Committee Chair, Dec. 2025

New Board Members – 1 Year Term ends December 2024

Dan Ortman, President, Executive Committee Chair                                                         
Shawn Lovelady, Governance Committed Chair



St. Rep. Venton Jones, District 100St. Rep. John Bryant, District 114



School Board Trustee
Dan Micciche, District 3

County Commissioner
Dr. Theresa Daniel, District 1



Updates from City Council Members

District 2—Councilmember
Jesse Moreno

District 7—Councilmember 
Adam Bazaldua

District 9--Councilmember 
Paula Blackmon



Chuck Kobdish – President 
Greater East Dallas Chamber of Commerce



Sgt. Sammie Robinson, NPO Coordinator
sammie.robinson@dallascityhall.com
214-670-4500

Sector 220 NPOs:  

PO Elizama Munoz
Elizama.munoz@dallaspolice.gov
214-957-5012

PO Gabriel Ortiz
gabriel.ortiz2@dpd.ci.dallas.tx.us 
214-681-0641

Sector 230 NPOs:

PO Theron Akin
theron.akin@dpd.ci.dallas.tx.us
214-557-3873

PO Hill Martin
Hill.martin@dallaspolice.gov
469-260-8588

Dallas Police Department Report

mailto:Elizama.munoz@dallaspolice.gov
mailto:gabriel.ortiz2@dpd.ci.dallas.tx.us
mailto:theron.akin@dpd.ci.dallas.tx.us
mailto:Hill.martin@dallaspolice.gov


Greater Casa View Alliance 



Forest Hills – Casa Linda 



White Rock East



White Rock Hills



FRI in ACTION



FRI in Action: Crime Prevention

Crime Hot Spots



FRI in Action: Crime Prevention

Kashina Shine
Manager of Community Violence Intervention

Office of Integrated Public Safety Solutions



FRI in Action: Public Safety

https://www.nbcdfw.com/investigations/will-the-city-of-dallas-implement-safety-improvements-on-busy-road/3456451/


FRI in Action: Advocacy



Quest for a 
Recreation CENTER

Video





Quest for a 
Recreation CENTER

Video











Our new slogan!



Harriet Gilman – August 22, 2023
Bond Committee Task Force



Maria Valenzuela– August 22, 2023
Bond Committee Task Force



Susan Hopper – August 22, 2023 
Bond Committee Task Force



FRIdays Magazine 
Fall 2023





Some of the Volunteers on our way to City Hall



Arrived at City Hall for our voices to be heard!



Vikki Martin – September 26, 2023
City Council Town Hall Meeting



Desi Tanner – 
September 26, 2023

City Council Town Hall 
Meeting





Carmen Parra – 
September 26, 2023

City Council Town 
Hall Meeting



Jessica Hernandez – September 26, 2023
City Council Town Hall Meeting



33 Volunteers advocating for 
CENTER at City Hall



Loren Colman – October 3, 2023
City Council Town Hall Meeting



Jared Greco – October 3, 2023
City Council Town Hall Meeting



Susan Hopper –
December 6, 2023

City Council



Vikki Martin
January 19,2024
City Council Special 
Meeting



Desi Tanner
January 31, 2024

City Council



Maria Valenzuela
January 31, 2024

City Council



Julie Fineman – 
January 31, 2024

City Council



Advocacy Video



Upcoming Events Date

Operation Beautification Litter Cleanup Saturday, March 2, 9 am - 12 pm Owenwood 
Farm & Neighbor Space
1451 John West Road

CreekSide Park Trail Cleanup Saturday, March 23, 9 - Noon
Dulaney & Valley Drive
Alternate rain date:  April 6

Early Voting February 20 - March 1

Election Day Tuesday, March 5, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Truett Area Crime Watch/FRI
Quarterly Program

Thursday, April 18, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
White Rock Hills Library - 9150 Ferguson Road

“It’s My Park Day” – Ferguson 
Park 

Saturday, April 20, 9 a.m. – Noon
1900 Gross Road

Bond Election Day May ?

Women’s Sense of Awareness Workshop Saturday, June 15, 1 - 3:30 p.m.
White Rock Hills Library - 9150 Ferguson Road

Blood Drive Saturday, July 20, 9 am – 3 pm
Owenwood Farm & Neighbor Space
1451 John West Road
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